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Elizabeth Ransom
School of International Affairs & Rock Ethics Institute
253 Katz Building, University Park, PA 16802
Phone: (814) 867-2792; exr497@psu.edu

EDUCATION & TRAINING
Western Carolina University		Sociology & Political Science				B.A.	
Michigan State University		Sociology									M.A.
Michigan State University		Sociology					     				Ph.D.

RESEARCH & PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
07/2026-Present 	Professor of International Affairs & Senior Research Associate in the Rock Ethics Institute, Pennsylvania State University
07/2018-06/2026	Associate Professor of International Affairs & Senior Research Associate in the Rock Ethics Institute, Pennsylvania State University
03/2021-06/2023	Interim Director, School of International Affairs, Pennsylvania State University
07/2012-06/2018	 Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Richmond
07/2006-06/2012	 Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of Richmond
07/2005-06/2006	International Trade Specialist, AAAS Fellow, Foreign Agricultural Service                 (FAS), USDA
07/2003-06/2005	 Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Richmond

RECENT GRADUATE COURSES TAUGHT
Development and the Ethics of Development Assistance
The Ethics of Agriculture and Food Governance

SELECTED RECOGNITION AND SERVICE
Vice President, Rural Sociological Society, 2026-2027.
Co-Editor, Rural Sociology (Wiley), 2025-Present. 
Editorial Board Member, Agriculture and Human Values (Springer), 2020-Present.
Associate Editor, Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems (Cambridge University Press), 2013-2020.
[bookmark: _Hlk39824259]Member, Committee on Genetically Engineered Crops National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences, 2014-2016. 
Social Science Research Council, International Dissertation Research Fellowship Selection Committee, New York, NY (2021-2022). 
National Science Foundation, Science, Technology, and Society Program Reviewer (2009, 2010, 2021).

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
International Sociological Association's (ISA) Research Committee on the Sociology of Agriculture (RC-40)
International Rural Sociological Association (IRSA)
Rural Sociological Society

SELECTED GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS
Fulbright Global Scholar, “Beef Production and Food Security in the Arid and Semi-Arid Environments of Namibia and Australia in the Context of Climate Change.” Host Institutions: The University of Queensland, The University of Namibia, and Gobabeb Research Center, Namibia, 2020-2021. 

National Science Foundation, Sociology Program, “Women’s Empowerment, Food Security and Farm Productivity” in Uganda. Collaborative Award with Dr. Carmen Bain, Department of Sociology, Iowa State University. Funds received: $160,220 (UR: $84,887), 2014 – 2016.

SELECT PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS (*denotes graduate student, **undergraduate)
Messner, R., Richards, C., Ransom, E., Mitchell, E. and Rowlings, D. 2025 Holistic grazing management as a scalable niche? A systems perspective on transitions to increased sustainability in beef cattle grazing. Sustain Sci (2025). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11625-025-01725-4

Ransom, E. 2025. Disaster response and sustainable transitions in agrifood systems. Agriculture and Human Values 42, 121–138. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10460-024-10625-9 

Ransom, E., S. Bierly, E. Ganda. 2024. Identifying Knowledge Gaps Surrounding Antimicrobial Resistance: An Exploratory Study of Antimicrobial Resistant Genes on Pennsylvania Dairy Farms. Journal of Rural Studies 111(2024): 103405. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2024.103405

Ngoutane, R.M.*, Murray-Kolb, L.E., Zoma, R., Ouédraogo, C.T., van Zutphen, K.G., Bruning, R., Razakandrainy, A., Ransom, E., Dalmiya, N., Kraemer, K. and Kodish, S.R.. 2023. A Comparative Analysis of Maternal Nutrition Decision-Making Autonomy During Pregnancy—An Application of the Food Choice Process Model in Burkina Faso and Madagascar. Food and Nutrition Bulletin, p.03795721231217554.

Ransom, E. C. Grady, L. Trepanier,* C. Bain. 2023. “Water Scarcity in a Private Development Program: A Role for STS in Cultivating a Situated Ethics.” Science, Technology, & Human Values. 48(1): 190-211. doi: 10.1177/01622439211052685.

Bain, C., E. Ransom, I. Halimatusa'diyah.* 2020. “Dairy Livestock Interventions for Food Security in Uganda: What are the implications for Women’s Empowerment?” Rural Sociology 85(4): 991-1020.  https://doi.org/10.1111/ruso.12332 

Bain, C. E. Ransom, and I. Halimatusa'diyah.* 2018. “‘Weak Winners’ of Women’s Empowerment: The Gendered Effects of Dairy Livestock Assets on Time Poverty in Uganda” Journal of Rural Studies 61:100-109. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2018.03.004 

Ransom, E., C. Bain, H. Bal**, N. Shannon.** 2017. “Cattle as Technological Interventions: The Gender Effects of Water Demand in Dairy Production in Uganda.” FACETS 2(2): 715-732. https://www.facetsjournal.com/doi/10.1139/facets-2017-0031 

Ransom, E., C. Bain, and I. Halimatusa'diyah.** 2017. “Livestock-Livelihood Linkages in Uganda: The Benefits for Women and Rural Households?” Journal of Rural Social Sciences 32(2): 37-68. 
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